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2022 Toledo Cheese Days

EVENTS SCHEDULE

Thursday, July 7, 2022

Cheese Days Kick-Off Celebration with a toast to the 2022 Big Cheeses!

Come one, come all! Enjoy a relaxing social
soiree with music and yummy hors d’oeuvres!
Toast the 2022 Big Cheeses in style on Thursday night, at 6 pm! $10 entry
Location: Morgan Arts Centre

Toledo Made: 1 pm - 6 pm

Arts, Crafts, Gifts, and Products all made by
folks who live in the greater Toledo Community. Contact Di Morgan at 360-864-4ART or
visit artgallery505.com.
Location: Art Gallery 505, 205 Cowlitz St,
Toledo, WA

Lions Club.
Cost: $70 per person, lunch provided.
Location: Newaukum Valley Golf Course
153 Newaukum Golf Dr., Chehalis, WA

Toledo Made: 1 pm - 6 pm

Arts, Crafts, Gifts, and Products all made by
folks who live in the greater Toledo Community. Contact Di Morgan at 360-864-4ART or
visit artgallery505.com.
Location: Gallery 505, 205 Cowlitz St, Toledo

Tennis Tournament Begins: 3 pm

Events: Men’s Singles, Women’s Singles,
Men’s Doubles, Women’s Doubles, Mixed
Doubles. Anyone 12 years of age and over is
welcome to play! Pre-registration forms are
available at Betty’s Place or from Mrs. ArmToledo Thursday Market: 2 pm - 6 pm strong. Due to scheduling, please pre-register. Balls are furnished. Trophy/Ribbon prize
Located by boat ramp next to bridge
awards. $5 entry per event
Contact Signora Armstrong, 360-864-2594
Coloring Contest
Age Categories: Preschool & Kindergarten; 1st
and 2nd grades; 3rd and 4th grades
Prizes will be awarded to each group. Pick up
your contest picture at Toledo Market Fresh.
Submissions must be turned in on or before
July 3rd to Toledo Market Fresh.

Friday, July 8, 2022
26th Annual “Cheddar Open” Golf
Tournament

Frog Jumping Contest: 6 pm - 7 pm

Come have a hoppin’ good time racing frogs!
Frogs available for rent. Cash prizes!
1st Place: $15; 2nd Place: $10; 3rd Place: $5
$1.00 per frog/race
Location: Toledo High School football field
Contact: Adam Hackett 360-508-1764

Bingo: 6:30 pm check toledolionsclub.org
Music in the Street: 8 pm

Registration starts at 9:15 am. Shotguns start at Featuring: Chris Guenther & the Honky Tonk
10 am. Four-man scramble. Contact John San- Drifters
ford 360-864-6474. Proceeds go to the Toledo Location: Ramsey Way outside Donna’s Place
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2022 Toledo Cheese Days

EVENTS SCHEDULE

Saturday, July 9, 2022

Toledo Cheese Days Parade: 11 am

Toledo Library Bake & Book Sale:
9 am - 3 pm

Toledo Made: 11 am - 6 pm

This year’s parade theme is “Cheddar Days
Are Coming.” Parade marshals are the 2022
Ham & All-You-Can-Eat Pancake
Breakfast: 7 am - 10:30 am (or as long Big Cheeses: Marilyn Mansur, Ken & Joan
Norberg, Peggy Ramsey, and Gordon & Elaine
as the food lasts!)
Schillinger. Parade registration is ongoing. See
Ham, eggs, biscuits, pancakes, gravy, and bevregistration forms online. All parade entries are
erages! $6 Donation
assigned assembly and dispersal plans. Parade
Location: Toledo Senior Center
route starts at 5th and Augustus, moves east
22nd Annual Car & Motorcycle Show: on Augustus to 2nd, continues south on 2nd to
Oak, then west on Oak to 5th.
7 am - 4 pm
Trophies presented to the 1st and 2nd place
Come see cars and motorcycles from nearly
winners of each division at the judges booth,
every make and decade! Sponsored by the To- located at the Presbyterian Church.
ledo Lions Club and over 150 local businesses! SPECTATORS: Safety is our biggest concern.
Download car show application form online at Please prevent your children from getting too
toledolionsclub.org/cheesedays.html
close to the moving vehicles. Drivers of large
$20 entry fee per vehicle. Awards at 3 pm
trucks and other potentially dangerous vehicles
Location: Toledo Middle School Field
have been instructed not to throw candy from
Contact Brad Dykstra at 360-508-3674
their vehicles. Toledo Lions Club Members
will monitor the main parade areas to ensure
Cheddar Challenge!
crowd compliance.
Registration begins 6:45 am - 7:45 am at the
Toledo Fire Station. Race begins at 8 am.
Free Cheese Sandwiches
3-mile run/walk for all ages! Sponsored by
After the parade, stop by the Presbyterian
Toledo Girls Softball.
Church to get a free cheese sandwich, from
$10 entry, $18 with T-Shirt
Market Fresh. Then take a tour inside the
Contact Kristi Marcil at 360-219-3177
church to see the stained glass windows.

Location: 241 Cowlitz St., Toledo, WA

Food and Assorted Vendors: 9 am

Come see local handmade goods and service
providers, get food, and enjoy the car show!
Location: Toledo Middle School

Arts, Crafts, Gifts, and Products all made by
folks who live in the greater Toledo Community. Location: Art Gallery 505, 205 Cowlitz St.

*All Events Subject to Change

See our website toledolionsclub.org for our
updated events schedule.
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2022 Toledo Cheese Days

EVENTS SCHEDULE

Barbecue: Noon - 5 pm

Featuring baby-back ribs, corn on the cob, side
salad, and a roll. Cost $9.99. Sponsored by
Toledo Market Fresh.
Location: Toledo Market Fresh
Contact 360-864-2161

Horseshoe Tournament: 8 am

Sign up: 8am. Playing begins at 8:30am
Three classes: Beginner, Amateur, Advanced.
Total payout each class. $5 entry
Location: Kemp Olson Toledo Community
Park. Contact Stan Spears at 360-864-2096

Toledo Fire Dept. Open House: 12:30 pm All-Class Reunion: 11 am - 4 pm
Join us for some fire house fun! Cooling station, kids activities, meet a firefighter
Location: Toledo Fire Dept.

Community Auction: 1 pm

Many find handcrafted and corporate sponsored items will be auctioned!
Location: Toledo Middle School Field

Wine and Cheese Tasting:
4 pm - 8 pm

For ten years this has been vision:Toledo’s
main fundraiser. Come taste local wines, beers,
ciders, chocolates, and cheeses!
Location: Steamboat Landing, 115 Ramsey Way
Contact Pam Olmstead at 360-219-8861

Music in the Street: 8 pm

Featuring: Darin Jones and the Last Men
Standing
Location: Ramsey Way outside Donna’s Place

Sunday, July 10, 2022
Church Services: 8 am

Attend the service of your choice.

Location: Kemp Olson Toledo Community Park

Toledo Lions Club Beef BBQ: Noon - 3
Join the community in savoring the best beef
with all the trimmings presented by the Toledo
Lions Club! Menu includes: Barbecue beef,
baked beans, coleslaw, garlic bread, watermelon, and beverages! Bring your own chair. $8
Adults; $7 Seniors and Children
Location: Kemp Olson Toledo Community Park

Lions Club Beef Auction: 2:30 pm
(following the Barbecue)

Bid on the delicious BBQ Beef, breads and
watermelons!

18th Annual Pie Auction: 3 pm

The Toledo Volunteer EMS and Firefighters
Assn. has baked some of the most delicious
pies to ever grace our green Earth, and they’re
all up for auction! Proceeds benefit the Toledo
Volunteer EMS and Firefighters Assn. Thank
you for your generous support!

*All Events Subject to Change

See our website toledolionsclub.org for our
updated events schedule.

2022 Toledo Cheese Days - Page 9

Marilyn Dee
Gries Mansur

I was born in a small home on Pine Street in Toledo
on April 18th, 1933. In those days, women seldom went
to a hospital for a delivery, instead the doctor came to the
home. We moved to Morton when I was four or five and
I attended first grade there. After a couple of years, we
returned to Toledo and lived at Grandpa Calvin’s home
on the Cowlitz River. Later we moved once again to
property on Walker Road where my parents built a new
home. The rest of my school years were spent in Toledo
and I graduated from high school in 1951.
After high school, with my girlfriend Jeanette Gray,
I moved to Longview, Wash., where I was employed by
Pacific Bell. In 1952, I married my high school sweetheart, Jimmy Rakoz. We purchased property on Walker
Road, and we started our family. My oldest son Robin
was born on September 3, 1953, and my youngest son
Gregory was born on April 10, 1956. The boys were very
active in sports all throughout their school years playing
football, basketball, and baseball. I spent many hours
watching them practice and compete. My sons were avid
outdoorsmen and loved to hunt and fish. Surprisingly,
I loved it as well. Some of my favorite memories are of
helping them scout for deer and elk during hunting season. Unfortunately, Jim and I got divorced while the boys
were still in school.
I later married James Allred and we bought the Jacobus
place on Jackson Highway. I gave birth to my third child,
a daughter, Bambi Jo, on March 23, 1964. In order to be a
good mom, I was able to get a job with the Toledo School
District teaching PE and Art while Bambi was young.
Just like my boys, Bambi was an athlete and played all the
sports that were offered to girls at that time, Cheer, Volleyball, Basketball, Track and Softball. Much of my time
was spent watching her at her various activities.
I did not stay in one job for an extended period of
time. I worked multiple jobs to include, managing a service station on I-5 (near where Gee Cee’s is now located),
working at the chicken farm on Walker Road, and then
finally co-owned Terry’s Burgers on Exit 59 with my son
Greg. During the time that we owned that little burger
stand, we had a lot of interesting experiences. We were

able to meet a team of semi-professional baseball players
who got stranded on our exit because their bus broke
down. They all ended up sleeping at my house spread
out all over the place. When the mountain (St. Helens)
blew in 1980, I-5 was shut down and our burger stand
was overrun with people stuck on I-5 and hungry. I
made friends with truckers who would honk as they
exited, and it was a race to have their meal ready by the
time they got to the window. It was one of the best experiences of my life and to be able work my with son made
it all the better. Robin joined in and managed the adjacent gas station. Bambi and her cousins also worked for
us cooking and taking orders. It really ended up being a
family affair.
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After graduating from Toledo High School, Bambi
went on an adventure and moved to Hawaii. I went there
to visit her and got a job working for The Pearl Factory. I
would sell oysters in the shell to tourists, open them up
and see what kind of treasure lay inside. It was a really
fun experience, but I missed Toledo and ended up moving back home after not quite a year.
Robin followed similar work path as I did and took a
while to find his passion. He finally did and became a
teacher and worked in the Chehalis School District. That
is where he met his wife Lisa Wedekind who was also a
teacher. They gave me two wonderful grandsons, Kenner
and Brennan. Greg started out as a massage therapist
(after we sold the hamburger stand), but really came into
his own when he became a phlebotomist (someone that
takes your blood) and worked for Providence Hospital in
Centralia. Greg married his high school sweetheart, Lisa
Weisner, and gave me my first grandson Kyle, and my
only granddaughter Meagan. Greg and Lisa were divorced and Greg remarried the daughter-in-law that still
lives next to me, Kim Bremgartner. They gave me two
more grandsons, Talon and Lakota. All of my grandchildren ended up graduating from Toledo High School and,
just like I did with my children, I went to every game I

could to watch my grandchildren. Bambi went to school
in California and eventually purchased a private preschool in Santa Monica, The Garden of Angels School.
Much to my delight, Bambi was able to also purchase a
home near Adna. She traveled back and forth to California to run her school but spent quite a bit of time here.
So, for a time, I had all of my children and grandchildren
near me, a dream for a mother/grandmother. Bambi was
an adventuresome daughter and loved to travel and took
me on two very special trips, Belize and France/Italy.
Life is not fair and sadly and unexpectedly we lost Greg
in November 16, 2012. Bambi was diagnosed with cancer around the time of Greg’s death, fighting it valiantly
and going into remission twice. It came back a third
time and took her on May 3, 2016. Those were the most
difficult times of my life. A mother is not supposed to
outlive her children. Family and friends supported and
comforted me, and I am blessed to have so many people
in my life that care about me.
I am still on Jackson Highway and my days are filled
with gardening, painting, and enjoying my six grandchildren and my six great-grandchildren. Life has been hard,
but life has been good. I am blessed everyday to live in
this caring community.
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Joan & Ken
Norberg

Ken was born in November of 1947 to Clarence and
Edith Norberg, the middle child of siblings Lee and Candace. Ken attended Toledo schools first through twelfth
grade, graduating in 1966. He played three sports at THS
for four years. Home of the Indians! Sports highlights:
football three years all conference, basketball team went
to state three years, and track team got first place in state
in the mile relay (Rob Hippi, Tom Nyberg, Rick Whitaker, Ken Norberg). Went to Centralia Community College and received AA. While attending high school and
college, Ken worked for Gene (Kracky) Carpenter in his
Mobil service station. Following his AA, Ken enrolled
in barber college and got his license in 1970. Ken opened
his own barber shop shortly after in Orbie’s building.
Joan was born in April of 1951 in Roseburg, Oregon
(though they lived in Sutherlin), to Wilber and Bessie
Wallace. Joan was the oldest child to siblings Dennis and
Debbie. The family moved to California at age three to
follow her dad’s work. Schooled at Willow Creek Elementary K-1 (Corning Ca- 2nd) 3-8th. Attended Hoopa High
School until middle of junior year. We moved to Toledo
in December of 1967 for Wilber’s work. We were able to
purchase the farm of my dad’s dreams and rejoined his
many relatives. Finished high school at Toledo, graduating in 1969. Home of the Toledo Indians! Highlights:
attending Girl’s State my junior year and president of
the THS Band my senior year. Being a part of the band
guided by Ron James was an exciting time as we received
SUPERIOR awards many times at competition. Following high school, I attended M Bernard’s Beauty College
in Longview during the day & LCC at night. My first job
was for Mildred Kalich at the Toledo Beauty Salon.
Joan and Ken met in Packwood in summer of 1967.
Joan’s dad was here from California working on a threeweek job which became three months. Ken was working
for her cousins Don and Dale Lee Wallace, and sharing a
cabin with Mike Wallace. Joan said “she had to go three
states to find her husband!” We dated three years, marrying in 1970. Shortly after we moved to Spokane for Ken
to work at Washington Machinery & Supply Co. at the

request of the owner. Joan took employment at Regis Select Salon and became manager over 16 hairdressers. Our
daughter Angela, arrived in 1971, and our son Scott, in
1974. Our highlight of being there was the World’s Fair in
’74; a very special time. We missed family and the Toledo
community. We sold our 10 acres in Spokane and moved
“HOME” to Toledo in late ’74. We built our home over
two years with help and guidance by Steve Nyberg.
Ken was employed by WIDCO (later Centralia Mining), retiring as senior safety officer after 26 years. Later
he worked at NW Hardwoods in safety, at Gee Cee’s
in his barbershop, and at Green Hill in security. Joan
returned to the Toledo Beauty Salon for four years then
opened her own salon “Hair It Is” which is nearing 43
years in existence. Ken and Joan joined forces several
years later, adding his barbering techniques. Joan’s other
love in life was teaching. That became a reality when
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she went to work for Matrix Corp. as a color educator for
five years. This took her to many other states, presenting
education to other hairdressers at hair seminars. Joan also
gave in-house education for salons from Seattle to Salem.
She was enticed to accept a position with West Coast
Beauty Supply (the largest in the world) as a rep and providing education to the beauty industry for five years. She
left that position and returned back to the salon so that
she could better care for her mother, who was diagnosed
with cancer. We are so proud of our children, their spouses, and our six grandchildren. Angela married Aaron
Bacon and they have two kids Alex and Ally. Angela has
had a busy career. She started teaching at the alternative
school in Toledo and is now principal at TES. Aaron is
a supervisor of a large moving company and a member
in the Lions Club. Scott married Monique Ball and they
have four kids: Quyn, Zaya, Xtyn, and Emyt. Scott has
been a busy man too: a teacher and he coaches nearly
every sport, Lions Club member, and helping with many
community projects. Monique is a dental hygienist at Dr.
Ash & Roberts dental clinic, busy in the sports world too,
and current chair of the Toledo School Board. No regrets
moving back to this wonderful community. It’s a great
place to raise families and garner lasting relationships!
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Elaine & Gordon
Schillinger
Alice “Elaine” Schillinger was born in St. Helens, Oregon, to Glenn and Edna (Caines) Overstreet. Her family
was living in Mossyrock, Wash., however her mom was
having a difficult pregnancy, so her dad sent her to stay
with her mom’s sister in St. Helens so she could receive
better care. Grandparents on both sides of her family
homesteaded the Mossyrock area, and Elaine, along with
brothers Ted and Larry, attended Mossyrock schools.
Elaine excelled at school, was May Day Queen, and loved
to spend time riding horses and being outdoors. Following high school, Elaine attended Centralia College until
the sudden loss of her dad, after which she began working as a bank teller and loan office clerk at a savings and
loan. She worked for a short time at the bank in Toledo.
In 1970, she married Gordon, who was widowed
with two children, Gordon and Sheila. A few years later
daughter Tonya was born, and in 1987, their nephew
Alex came to join the family. Once the kids were raised,
Elaine returned to work and was employed for 15 years
an aide with the Toledo School District. Elaine loved her
work and the children she got to know but had to retire
because of her rheumatoid arthritis.
Elaine has a love for animals—especially her pets,
spending time with grandkids, and being outdoors. Despite being slowed some with R.A., she continues to “can”
the garden harvests, travel, farm with Gordon, landscape
and garden, spend time with friends, and go to church.
Despite deep roots in Mossyrock, Elaine has a real love
for the Toledo community.

Gordon James Schillinger

I was born in 1944, in Prince George, Canada, to
Jakob and Lilly (Lien) Schillinger. My dad left Germany in 1928 as a young man for a better life, as it was a
struggle to find work and even food at the time. After
being denied entry to Ellis Island, he entered Canada.
My family was living near Chilliwack, B.C., when WWII
began. My family was subjected to home searches by the
Canadian Mounted Police. My brother remembers being
ordered to stand outside with snow on the ground during

a search. At one point Dad was arrested and accused of
collaborating with the Germans. My father was ordered
to relocate with his family (wife, sister Brenda, and
brothers Edward and Jack) to a “holding” camp in Prince
George, where Dad had to report to the constable each
week. I was born in this camp.
After the war ended, we moved back to our home near
Chilliwack. Some people had been living in our home
and it was pretty much destroyed. We ended up living in
a shack next to the Fraser River with no electricity. There
was however hydropower on the river, so we did our
bathing and washing in hot water below the dam.
At one point, Dad had decided to take the family to
South America where he had friends living. He had made
arrangements with the owner of a vessel to take us there.
Four weeks prior to departure, the vessel burnt to the
water line. My brother Jack said it looked to be in poor
condition and said it probably would not have survived
the trip anyway.
After saving to pay the required immigration fee
and having relatives that had already immigrated to the
Seattle area be a sponsor, the family moved to the United
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States. On a trip to Kelso to look at some property, my
dad by chance met Wallace Buswell who agreed to sell
him 15 acres south of Toledo. The family lived the first
year in an army tent on the property until Dad was able
to build a one room stone dwelling that would serve as
a temporary home for the family of eight. That winter
was the coldest on record and I can remember putting a
glass of water by my bed and waking to find it completely
frozen. My dad intended to build a family home, but unfortunately he died as the result of two separate accidents
within a short period of time. I was nine years old at the
time. The first happened when he rolled his tractor while
logging the property causing internal injuries, and the
second was from an automobile accident when the other
driver failed to stop at an intersection.
I lived most all my life in Toledo and graduated from
Toledo High School. In 1963, during my senior year, I
turned 18 and became a naturalized citizen of the United
States. I am very proud of that moment and that John F.
Kennedy’s and Robert Kennedy’s signatures are on it.
Following high school, I married Becky Hodges
from Castle Rock and had two kids: Gordy and Sheila. Following the loss of Becky from a short battle with
Guillain-Barre syndrome, I married Elaine Overstreet
from Mossyrock and we had daughter Tonya. In 1987,
we added nephew Alex to our family. I worked 20 years
on tugboats making log rafts on the Columbia River. I
also worked construction and belonged to the Operating
Engineers Teamsters and Wood Workers of America. I
have enjoyed raising cattle and having a cattle-hauling
business and will continue as long as I can.
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Margaret “Peggy”
Elaine Gries Ramsey
I was born to Ralph and Tillie Gries down on the river
at the end of Calvin Road in the home of my maternal
grandparents on October 18th, 1927. Since my birth, I
have lived in Toledo all but about 10 years of my life. I
started my elementary schooling in Toledo. At that time,
we lived in a house on Pine Street where my baby sister
Marilyn was born. Later we moved to a house on Second
Street. I have a connection to the original Toledo Cheese
Days as my father Ralph was the cheese maker for Karlan
Creamery back in the 1930s. When I was in the third
and fourth grades we lived in Morton where my father
was a cheese maker there. Then it was back out to the
family farm in Toledo, and after that my parents built a
home on Walker Road.
In fifth grade I met a boy named Dean Ramsey. He
was new to the school, moving from Oregon. His mother
was managing the Toledo Telephone Company and little
did I know at that time that I would eventually marry
him and he would be the father of my two girls, but I am
getting ahead of myself in this story. During my seventh
grade year, our school burned down. It was some time
later that it was determined that the principal was the
one that set the fire. The new school was built, and my
eighth grade graduation was the first one at that school.
For those of you familiar with the Toledo School system,
I am talking about the building that currently houses our
Toledo Middle School.
I went to high school from 1940 to 1945. My high
school years matched up with the years of World War II.
Because of this, by the time I graduated from high school
in 1945, there were only about four boys left in our class.
Most of them had either been drafted or enlisted to fight
in the war. Even though my high school years were
during World War II with black outs and rationing, we
still made wonderful memories and had great experiences in high school. We didn’t have formal girls’ sports like
the kids have today, but I did play on our girls’ basketball
team. We were only allowed to play half court and never
got to travel and compete against any other schools.
In high school, I had a part time job working for the
Telephone Company as a switchboard operator. At that

time the telephone company was operated out of the
big white house across the street from the old hardware
store. This was a time of party lines and even farm lines
with 20 people sharing their service. Very few people
had private lines, maybe only successful businesses.
With my office up on the top of that little hill, I was a
convenient message delivery person. Wives used to call
me and ask me to look out the window and yell to their
husbands to bring them home a loaf of bread.
After graduating high school, I attended Pacific University in Forest Grove, Oregon, for one year. Bernice
Peterson Buswell was my roommate. Money was tight
and I was eager to get done with my education and start
working, so the following year I transferred to Centralia Business College. I graduated from there and spent
the next five years working for the state of Washington
in the Department of Public Assistance. During those
five years I married and then divorced a man name Dick
Mitchell.
In 1952, I returned to Toledo and went to work for
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the Toledo Telephone Company, which by that time was
owned by Billie and Elof Roselle, the parents of Dean
Ramsey, the boy I met in fifth grade. By this time, the
telephone company had moved to Billie and Elof ’s home
kitty corner from the Assembly of God Church. Dean
came home from the Korean War, and we began dating.
We were married in 1961. We purchased Marion Parch’s
home and property on the corner of Walker and Smokey
Valley Roads. In 1972, we built a new home on the same
piece of land, just further down on Smokey Valley. Dean
and I were married a little over 20 years and sadly got
divorced in 1983, but were blessed with two truly great
daughters, Kimberly (born 1962) and Kelly (born 1964).
I stayed in Toledo and continued working for the telephone company that had moved to its location in the center of town. That street was relatively recently renamed
Ramsey Way after my brother-in-law, Glenn Ramsey. I
kept the family home on Smokey Valley Road and love
my garden and my birds. I also spent several years working as the secretary for the Lewis County Fire District
#2 (the Toledo Fire Department). During my girls’ time
attending the Toledo schools, I volunteered as often as I
could, being a full-time working mom. Some of my favorite memories are of watching both my girls play sports,

and Kelly cheerleading and chaperoning the high school
band on their trip to California, where they marched in
Disneyland and Knotts’ Berry Farm.
Kimberly, my oldest daughter, graduated from Central
Washington University and has been a teacher at Ferrucci Jr. High School in Puyallup, Wash., since 1985. Kelly,
my youngest, graduated from Cal Poly University in San
Luis Obispo, Calif. She works at Olympic Elementary in
Longview. Kelly has three daughters, Kiyana, Parisa, and
Zsaleh and they are the best granddaughters a grandma
could ever want. I also have two wonderful sons-in-law,
Yevgeniy and Ali’.
I finally retired from the telephone company in 1993
after working there 40 years. I enjoyed my work and
getting to know some very special co-workers and wonderful citizens of our little town. In my life, I have not
been much of a world traveler, but I have been to at least
15 of our states. I have also traveled to Mexico and Canada. Most of my trips have been with my girls and now
my granddaughters. One very special trip was when Kim,
Kelly, Kiyana, Parisa, and Zsaleh took me to Disneyland
for my 88th birthday. It truly was a trip of a lifetime, but
to quote a famous traveler name Dorothy, “There’s no
place like home.”
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Building Toledo’s Car Show
by Jeff Philbrook

volunteer, Steve and Ron borrowed $500 from the Toledo
Lions Club as start-up funding. The show would be held
on the green grass of the Toledo Middle School football
Before 1999, the Toledo Cheese Days festival was
nothing as it appears today. The festival was missing one field. With their start-up money, flyers were made and
distributed at other car shows. Being on the second full
element to bring Toledo to the top of small community
weekend in July, the Toledo show competed with the Dam
summer festival status here in Lewis County.
Prior to 2001, the two-day festival included a carnival, Run during Mossyrock’s car show.
To take a line from the movie Field of Dreams: “If you
cheese sandwiches for festival goers, and a parade. The
following day was met with a community-wide picnic in build it, they will come.” So it was in that first year, with
no admission fee, 65 cars showed up for viewing. PromotToledo’s Kemp Olson Park.
Seeing the need for more volunteers and festival expan- ing the show for the second year, and again no admission
sion, in 2000, Jim Williams and Steve McNew approached fee was asked, 270 cars filled the football field.
This building process began in earnest. More volunRon Smith for his help and direction for putting on a
car show during the festival. Mr. William’s choice in Ron teers were used and finally in the fourth year of the car
show, a $10 admission fee was administered.
Smith was with good reason; Ron and his wife Sue were
Today, festival goers see the results of 20 years building
10 year avid car show participants in his ’32 Ford pickof the Toledo car show. Throughout the years, the enup and ’64 Chevy Impala, and her ’67 Mustang coupe.
Throughout these 10 plus years of traveling to the Pacific trance fee has jumped to $20, where it remains the same
Northwest car shows, the Smiths soon learned the differ- today. In addition, items and events have been added to
the show. Some of these include T-shirts and hats, troence between a good and great car show.
phies, give-aways, music, contests, and a live tent auction.
In the winter of 2000, armed with his new car show

2022 Toledo Cheese Days - Page 30

Much of this car show’s growth can be contributed to
the car show’s sponsors and their sponsorship to the car
show advertisement and cheese days book. Julie Sorenson
was instrumental in the writing of first editions of the
festival book.
By 2005, the Toledo cheese days car show was ready for
a major show attraction, raffles. Ron had seen this area of
car shows before in his travels and only wanted to expand
this car show activity. So in 2006, Brad Dykstra (THS
Class of 1998) was brought in to develop and manage the
show’s two raffles. With such an undertaking, Brad solicited his family, starting with his wife Kate, sisters Tamara
and Tonya, and parents Harry and Jan Dykstra.
From the get-go, there has been and continues to be a
strife among Brad and his sister Tamara. Brad stated, “I
always wanted to find and put more quality items into the
raffle. My sister on the other hand was always looking at
ways to lessen the amount of items.”
Well if you have been to this show, you have seen the
enormous amount of items and the work involved recording raffle numbers and the retrieval of raffle items Tamara
and her crew perform year after year. The strife within
the Dykstra family benefits all car show participants and
allows this show to be one of the premier car shows in the
Pacific Northwest.
Ron Smith will tell you first thing, it is not him who
brings this quality car show to cheese days year after year.
He instead will quickly tell you it is all the sponsors and

their donations, all the volunteers who work in front and
behind the scenes, the Toledo Lions Club, the Cheese
Days Committee, and lastly his wife Sue. She has been
there since the very first wheels entered the grass field.
As Ron stated, “It’s all about building relationships with
various wonderful people from all areas to build this car
show. Without them, none of this would be here for the
community of Toledo.”
Well said, Mr. Smith, but more importantly, well done.
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THE CHEESE FACTORY

INCUBATOR FACTORY

TOLEDO
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
the

Early Toledo Businesses

In 1919, a group of Toledo-area milk producers
formed a cooperative association under the name
of the "Cowlitz Valley Cheese Association." They
built a factory the same year located at the upper
end of Second Street. A ﬁne quality American
Cheddar and pimento cheese were made. In
1927, the building and equipment were sold to Art
Karlen who managed the factory until its ﬁnal
closure in 1945, when it was no longer making
cheese, but powdered milk and butter.

ST. HELENS CABINET FACTORY

The Badger family arrived in Toledo in1886. They
built a large 3 story building on the corner of Fifth
and Augustus Streets which manufactured
chicken incubators. Also under the name of the
St. Helens Cabinet Company they built kitchen
cabinets and furniture. The incubator factory was
moved to Drew’s Prairie in 1918.

W. F. DUNCAN CIGAR FACTORY

By 1888, the Duncan Brothers were making cigars using eastern
and imported tobaccos. As their market increased and after
experimenting with locally grown tobaccos, they erected a new
cigar factory in 1891, at the corner of Fifth and Augusta Streets,
seen here with workers, circa 1900.

FLOUR AND GRIST MILL

In the late 1880s, Peter Brouse & Sons built a 3-story
ﬂour and grist mill located where the City Boat Launch
is today. E.P. Badger installed the necessary machinery
so the mill was in full operation by 1891. It was sold in
1893, to the Cowlitz River Milling Company and after
additional machinery was added it produced 150
barrels of high-quality ﬂour every 24 hours. In 1904, the
mill burned to the ground.
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KELLOGG WAREHOUSE

TOLEDO
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
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Early Toledo Businesses

In 1881, the Joseph Kellogg Transportation
Company built a large warehouse on the
waterfront next to the current S.R. 505 bridge.
Freight, goods, and produce from surrounding
area was stored there until the steamer Toledo
(left) transported it to Portland twice a week.
Passengers also loaded and unloaded at the site.

THE KOONTZ HOTEL

In 1880, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Koontz opened a hotel
near the corner of Third and Augustus. Hundreds of
early travelers stayed there before and after
traveling by steamboat to and from Portland. In this
photograph are four women leaving by horseback
for the Puget Sound.

THE HOTEL COMMERCIAL

In 1888, Mrs. Sarah Bennett (leaning against the post)
purchased and operated this hotel which was located
on the corner of Ramsey Way and Augustus, currently
the ToledoTel and School District Oﬃce. In 1907, Mr.
& Mrs. Jerry M. Lewis ran it until it was destroyed by
ﬁre on February 25, 1918.

THE HOTEL TOURIST

Built about 1915, this three-story hotel was operated
by Mr. & Mrs. Del Gleason in the early 1920s and by
Mr. & Mrs. Reed into the 1930s. It had a very good
restaurant featuring Mr. Reed's really good chicken
soup. In October of 1939, an electrical ﬁre burned
the hotel to the ground. It was located on the corner
of Cowlitz Street and Ramsey Way, now the Cowlitz
Street Salon and Bigfoot Tattoo.
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High School Gets
$26M Upgrade
By Jake Morgan
Class of 1997

If you haven’t seen the Toledo
High School since 2020, you might
not recognize it. The new building’s
so cool there’s a fireplace in the library. We were the Indians;
now we’re the Riverhawks.
It took five bond measure attempts, a multi-million-dollar
state grant and over eight years from conception to completion, but the newly remodeled high school is officially open.
“This building reflects a true community effort and investment to serve our students for generations,” said Toledo
School Board member Brad Dykstra.
Toledo successfully passed a $7 million bond in November 2018. Combined with $18 million in state funds, the district had the $26 million budget necessary for the new high
school. Construction began in February 2020 and the ribbon
cutting for the reopening was in April 2022.
Also, an osprey family moved in near the middle school.
Congratulations Toledo citizens and students, and go
Riverhawks!
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Cheese Days couldn’t be possible without the efforts of dozens of incredible volunteers
and the generous support from our major sponsors. Thank you and stay safe!
A Glass Enterprise
Ace of Spades
Adam’s Timber Service
Adolphsen Real Estate
Aldersons Awards West Printwares
Althauser Rayan Abbarno LLP
An Ever Lasting Detail
Anderson’s Fabrication
ASE Electric Construction
Audio Express
AutoTech Services
Bartel’s Clothing
Bateaux Cellars
Baydo’s RV Chehalis
Behrends Body Shop
Berry Fields Cafe
Bethel Church
Better Weigh Trailers
Betty’s Place
Boss Hogg’s BBQ
Braun Northwest Inc.
Britco Engines
Bruce Armstead Inc.
Bruno’s Pizza
Bulldog Trailers
Burkett’s Barn on Hemenway
Cardinal FG
Cascade Dental Care
Cascade Hardwood
Cascade Trader
Cascadia Metals
Castle Rock Building Supply
Cattermole Funeral Home
Cedar Village IGA
Centralia OK Tire
Century 21 Lund Realtors
Chehalis Outfitters
Chilton Logging
Chimi’s Family Mexican Restaurant
CHS Northwest
Clear Creek RV - Joshua Root
Clear Creek RV
Cole’s Appliance Repair
Community First Auto Centers
Country N Lace
Cowlitz Indian Tribe
CVM Machine Inc.
Dan Wallace Trucking
Davis Piloting
Dawn’s Delectables
DeGoede Bulb Farm
Denali Heating & Air Conditioning
Don R. Hollister Trucking
Donna’s Place
Eckstrom Roofing Company

4
5
4
4
4
10
10
5
5
5
13
10
10
11
11
17
17
17
5
15
15
5
5
15
15
21
21
11
18
34
19
19
22
18
19
19
18
18
25
25
19
22
22
26
23
23
19
19
23
23
26
32
26
2
32

Elam’s Home Furnishing
Eldon Robbins Auto Sales
Enbody Dugaw Enbody Acuri
Exit 59 Chevron Subway
EXP Realty Paula Burrows
Fabricast Valve LLC
Farmers Insurance
Fir Lawn Funeral Chapel
Frosty’s Saloon & Grill
Gallery 505
Gee Cee’s Truck Stop
Glas Guy
Goods Quarry
Guadalajara
Harold Sorensen Trucking
Harry & Jan Dykstra Family
Heritage Construction
Hilliard’s Auto Body

32
32
32
27
27
27
27
28
32
28
35
14
28
32
28
34
34
29

Messmore Family and Delta Air Lines 37
Midway Underground
40
Mount St. Helens Bluegrass Festival 40
National Frozen Foods
42
Nixon Enterprises
34
North Fork Survivors
42
Northfork Asphalt Paving Inc.
42
Northwest Hardwoods
41
Pacific Fibre Products Inc.
42
Pacific Testing & Inspection Inc.
43
Phillipps Insurance Group
43
Powersports Northwest
43
Premium Mechanics Automotive Inc. 43
Ramblin Jacks Rib Eye
46
RC 360
46
RE/MAX Premier Group
41
Reprographics
46
Richardson Construction Inc.
34
Ritchie Bros.
47
Riverdale Raceway
47
Rodda Paint
47
S & T Hauling Inc.
47
Sahara Pizza
46
Scott’s Heating & Air Condit. Inc.
47
Shelton Structures Inc.
47
Sight and Sound Audio Connections 48
Skyline Pump & Machine Co. Inc.
48
Southwest Washington Realty
47
Stanley Oil Co.
48
Stanley Store Inc.
50
Stirling Honda
48
Stuffy’s II
49
Sunny Valley Sales
49
The
Farm
Store
50
2022 button drawing by Jordan McKenzie
The Scrub Shop
49
49
Home Carpet Warehouse
29 Tim Eastman Mechanical
52
ilani Resort
35 Timberland Bank
50
Inman Logging LLC
29 Toledo Community Foundation
Jester’s Auto Museum
34 Toledo Excavat&Dump Truck Service 53
50
J.J. Sauter Trucking Inc.
34 Toledo Hair Studio
50
Justin Pitts Construction
29 Toledo Hardware, Feed & Towing
50
Kelly’s Body Shop
33 Toledo Lavender
53
L& E Bottling Company
33 Toledo Market Fresh
50
L Rock Industries
33 ToledoTel
50
Lakeside Industries
34 Tom Nicholas CPA Inc. PS
LeMay Inc.
33 Tower Transmission & Automotive 53
53
Les Schwab Tires
36 Travers Electric
54
Lewis County Commissioners
34 Twin Cities Sign Graphics
50
Lewis County Historical Museum
37 Twin City Licensing
54
Little Crane Cafe
37 Valley View Health Center
54
Little Hands Learning Center
37 Van Cleve Ford
50
Lucky Eagle Casino
36 Walker Developments Landscape
50
Lund Trucking Co. Inc.
34 Wilcox & Flegel
54
Mary’s Corner Medical Clinic
34 Winlock Auto Supply CarQuest
52
Max Collision Center
34 Winlock Family Dentistry

