Later, on July 4, 1884, the town hosted a grand Independence Day celebration featuring a procession in the
public square and a march to the grove (behind the presentday Toledo Middle School). The program featured
music by a glee club, a chaplain's prayer by the Rev. Thomas Brouillette, reading of the Declaration of Indepen
dence by T.B. Mitchell, music, an oration by M. Yoder, and a basket picnic dinner, according to the original pro
gram found in the attic of one of the community's oldest homes and reprinted in the 1978 Cheese Day program,
provided by Michelle Whitten, Toledo's city clerk/treasurer. After-dinner amusements included a "race by the
two fattest men," a sack race, and a grand ball in the evening.

People gathered outside the Cowlitz Valley Cheese Association, left, June 15, 1919, to celebrate the
industry and receive their first paychecks from the plant
But Cheese Day began with the opening of the Cowlitz Valley Cheese Association's plant in 1919, as noted
in The Oregon Daily Journal May 10, 1919. In 1920, farmers, residents, and others arrived in Toledo for the
second Cheese Day in buggies, buckboards, boats, on horseback and even in the newfangled automobiles. At
the Day's Grove picnic area, workers erected a dance platform. The e vent featured speakers, a baseball game
and, of course, cheese sandwiches and coffee. The association even arranged for an airplane to take passengers
for a ride at a cost of five dollars each.
The Oregon Daily Journal reported in April 1921 that the cheese factory's directors "decided to make the
third annual celebration of that industry the biggest carnival ever held in Toledo."

In June 1922, the Cheese Day celebration conflicted with the Holstein picnic, but showing a fraternal spirit,
the Cowlitz Valley Cheese Association sent over a big chunk of cheese for their lunch, according to the June 30,
1922, edition of the Chehalis BeeNugget. Despite the scheduling conflict, Cheese Day proved to be a grand
party-some might say a bit too much.
When the Cowlitz Valley Cheese Association met in early 1923, the board decided to hold the fifth annual
Cheese Day carnival but with a few changes.
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A Scottish pipe band played in 1957, but by then organizers had dropped the logging show. Always
people enjoyed free cheese sandwiches, but in 1959, the Lions Club decided against holding a pa
rade-perhaps a hint of what was to come.
In 1961, the Lions Club had pared back the event to two days, but included the parade, a dunk tank,
and wrestling exhibitions. But afterward the club voted to quit sponsoring Cheese Day and focus instead
on fixing up the community park and other projects.
They waited in vain for another group to step forward as sponsor. Instead, the community planned to
skip the festival in 1962 ... but nobody notified the carnival and some of the concessionaires who started
setting up for a Cheese Day event not yet planned.
"Cheese Day leaders jumped and staged the celebration, and, remarkably enough, it turned out to be
quite a success," the Daily Chronicle reported October 10, 1966.
Then Cheese Day truly died.

That is, until the Toledo Jaycees decided to bring it back in 1975. With the theme "Old Days Are Not
Forgotten," the Jaycees revived the traditional three-day celebration, but in July rather than in June. It
featured a parade, children's games, a logging show at the high school football field, an old-time fid
dlers' jamboree, baseball game and dance. Candidates for Big Cheese were Myrtle Ferrier, a longtime
resident active in the community; Leonard Enger, retired grocer; George Murdock, acting Toledo school
superintendent; and Raleigh Stone, who operated the hardware store. Ferrier, who won the title, rode in a
fire truck in the parade. She crowned the Cheese Day queen in 1976, the year Mike Morgan, Jim Ber
ry,and Denny Clark designed and built a float depicting a replica of the steamboat Toledo.
The Toledo Lions Club soon resumed organizing Cheese Days and continue to do so today.
As Cheese Days evolved over four decades, reports of the event's beginnings changed so that by the
mid-1960s, organizers and the newspapers reported the first public Cheese Day took place in 1920, rather
than June 15, 1919.
Eighty years after that first Cheese Day, a photograph snapped by a reporter spread news about Tole
do's historic celebration across the nation via the Associated Press. The photo showed seven-year-old
Derek Comstock biting into his cheese sandwich, one of more than 1,000 made that year, and appeared
July 13, 1999, in both the Times-News of Twin Falls, Idaho, and the Arizona Daily Star in Tucson.

The Big Cheese didn't become an official and consistent part of the event until 1985. Since then, the
Cheese Day program has featured biographies of the Big Cheeses, described in early programs as senior
citizens seventy-five or older who have lived in the area most of their lives and dedicated many hours to
community service. In later years, the focus has been less on age and more on service to the community.
The Big Cheeses serve as grand marshals of the Cheese Day parade.

The Toledo Historical Society and Chapters ofLife have assembled thirty-four years of Toledo's big
cheese biographies into their new book "The Big Cheeses of Toledo 1985-2019." The Big Cheeses of
Toledo and the newly updated Toledo Community Story books are available to purchase from the Toledo
Historical Society and other local retailers.
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